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Editorial: tourism & debates we are 
not supposed to have 
Recently the Lord Mayor of Hobart, Ron 
Christie, had the temerity to raise the question 
of over-tourism. All but one (Dr. Eva Ruzicka) 
of the aldermen condemned him along with 
Luke Martin, representing the Tourism 
Industry Council of Tasmania (TICT), in an 
article in The Mercury on 2 July 2018, and no 
less than two Mercury Editorials! UTG applauds 
the Lord Mayor for raising the over-tourism 
issue. It is too late to scream ‘Stop!’ when the 
hordes are already here, as 14 cities in Europe 
have already decided1. The problem is already 
here - as pointed out by Wendy Pearson in a 
letter-to-the-editor (Mercury) on 6th June, the 
process of ‘loving places to death’ has already 
begun in Freycinet National Park. Meanwhile, 
the State Government is intent on setting up a 
private ‘village’ on the shores of the iconic 
Dove Lake, plus a cable car to ferry people 
there! 
 
As shown in the first article of this Journal, 
Issue No. 4, the number of tourists visiting 
national parks and wilderness areas across the 
southern hemisphere has exploded over recent 
years. Articles also cover: (1) Changes since the 
1970s among the three areas comprising the 
Gondwana Trilogy of wilderness areas, 
Patagonia, New Zealand and Tasmania; and the 
misuse of the term ‘wilderness’; (2) Iceland – 
then (1978) and now (2016); and (3) A 
comparative analysis of three island tourism 
destinations: Iceland, Cabo Verde and 
Tasmania.  

Since its inception in 1972, UTG has argued that 
tourism could be good for Tasmania, but not at 
the expense of the integrity and sanctity of our 
National Parks and wilderness areas. UTG 
considers that tourism can be best served by a 
focus on what Dick Jones called ‘knowledge 
tourism’2, that is, informing tourists about the 
unique characteristics of Tasmanian landscapes 
etc rather than just ‘scenery mining’, and 
rejecting the purely utilitarian approach that is 
adopted by traditional, especially corporate, 
tourism.3  To this end provision of areas on the 
fringe outside these areas can be the least 
damaging. Proposals such as privatisation 
along the South Coast track, the proposed Lake  
 

Geeves track, Walls of Jerusalem huts and Lake 
Malbena are not outside fringe areas4.  
 
There is also good research for believing such 
fringe area visitation satisfies tourists – for 
example, Chinese tourists (up 60%) come to 
Tasmania for a limited period of time, usually 
2-3 days, due to leave restrictions; they tend to 
travel in groups and prefer to visit as many 
sites as possible within that limited period5. 
Also there is a 'cultural disconnect'6  between 
them and nature (partly due to their urban 
lives) and they are not likely to be trekking into 
the Southwest (or other areas for that matter). 
However, they do like to visit natural areas 
such as parks, even if only briefly, for the lack 
of crowds and for the scenery. All tourists are 
different. Germans, for example, (up 45%), are a 
different story as they have eight weeks annual 
leave. 

Similarly, cruise ships typically spend only 24 
hours in the ports around Tasmania, and the 
tourists wander around CBDs and then go back 
to their cruise liners.  The ‘pollution’ issue with 
cruise liners is over-blown, and temporary as 
using bunker oil is likely to be banned across 
the world within the next few years. In other 
words, there is very limited environmental 
impact from concentrating numbers of tourists 
on the ‘fringes’, plus these tourists bring 
economic benefits to small enterprises, 
especially artists of all types or artesanos. 

Tasmania now gets more than double its 
population in tourists! But the total numbers 
are not the problem.  The real problem with 
tourism is that it has become the new holy grail 
in the cargo-cult mentality of Tasmania’s ruling 
elites and Government Business Enterprises, 
driven by the Tourism Industry Council of 
Tasmania (TICT) and the exploit-at-any-cost 
State Liberal Government, using tourism 
numbers as another excuse for building 
exclusive ´shacks´, privatising walking, creating 
new tracks and destroying any fragile 
wilderness in Tasmania. Most of this is being 
promoted using the new buzzword word 
‘ecotourism’ – which is a total distortion of any 
internationally understood meaning of the 
word, as discussed in the previous issue of the 
UTG Journal. 
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From Gondwana to Gonetomorrow 
by Kevin Kiernan 

 
Way back in 1977 I wrote an article in which I 
drew attention to Tasmania’s south-west being 
not only an outstanding place in its own right, 
but also as part of a set of environmentally-
related wild places of global value7.  Together 
with south-western New Zealand and 
Patagonia in South America, it shared both 
geological and biological legacies of having 
drifted apart from the same single land mass of 
Gondwana 200 million years ago.  Each also 
shared the wet and windy maritime 
environment of the southern mid-latitudes.  I 
was by no means the first to recognise this 
relationship of course, having been preceded by 
such luminaries as Charles Darwin and, in the 
1960s the Royal Society of London.  But in the 
early 1970s, during the campaigns against 
flooding of our own Lake Pedder and the 
quarrying of Precipitous Bluff, either Tom Uren 
or Moss Cass, both federal ministers in the 
Whitlam Labor government, first drew my 
attention to the recent birth of the World 
Heritage Convention, which came into effect in 
1975.  Their government had recently made 
Australia a signatory to that Convention in the 
hope that the resulting enhancement of the 
Commonwealth’s foreign affairs powers under 
the Australian constitution would allow it to 
play a more active and effective role in 
moderating the impacts of overly rapacious 
state governments.  For those of us who were 
personally familiar with all three of these 
southern temperate wildlands, that Convention 
seemed a perfect fit for these remarkable parts 
of the Earth, places of such importance as to be 
more justifiably cherished and stewarded by all 
of humanity rather than being merely the 
fiefdom of any one government.  Ah, but it all 
seemed so easy back then…. 
 
From colonial times until 1977 
This southern trinity of wildlands also had 
aspects of their human history in common.  
Tasmania and Patagonia both saw the advent of 
convict settlements and the spread of farming 
displace the indigenous inhabitants of all three 
southern land masses.  The impacts were 
particularly pronounced upon the Tasmanian 
Aborigines and the Ona and Yaghan peoples of 
Fuego-Patagonia, all of whom were driven 
close to extinction.  Only rugged mountain 

terrain insulated any of the natural 
environment against transformation at the hand 
of the acquisitive colonists.  Whale slaughter 
became ubiquitous offshore, while onshore 
overgrazing saw soils stripped from the 
mountain slopes of all three land masses, in 
Tasmania most conspicuously on the Central 
Plateau.  By 1977, fires since European 
colonisation had also taken their toll in all three 
areas, including the Torres del Paine area in 
Patagonia, widely across the mountains of New 
Zealand, and in various Tasmanian localities 
such as Frenchmans Cap, Tarn Shelf and the 
Central Plateau.  And back in 1977 forests were 
falling faster than ever, with plans for large-
scale pulping of New Zealand’s beech forests 
and the conversion of native forests to 
softwood plantations, while expansion of 
parklands in Tasmania was being blocked by 
intransigent forestry interests.  In New Zealand 
a vigorous debate over a proposal to raise the 
level of Lake Manapouri for hydro-electric 
development overlapped with the campaign 
against flooding of Tasmania’s Lake Pedder, 
while in Patagonia one Argentine National Park 
had already been violated by dam construction 
and Chile’s Rio Baker seemed destined to 
perhaps succumb to a similar fate.  Important 
locations within these wondrous natural places 
had also been damaged by mining and there 
were other potential mining projects in the 
pipeline, such as proposed limestone quarrying 
at Precipitous Bluff in Tasmania, oil and coal in 
Patagonia and metallic minerals beneath Mt 
George in New Zealand’s Fiordland National 
Park.  The latter involved Australian companies 
and gave rise to the suggestion that Australian 
conservationists should play a more active role 
in outing and campaigning against such 
companies from Australia in the interest of 
wilderness internationally.  Recreational use of 
the wildlands of all three areas was also 
increasing, improving awareness of their value 
but also starting to inflict sufficient scars as to 
sound a warning. 
 
Despite the fact that all three areas shared many 
similar resource development issues back in 
1977, Australia’s performance in safeguarding 
the Tasmanian wilderness still didn’t compare 
very favourably with progress on nature 
conservation being made in New Zealand, 
Chile and Argentina8.  Chile had established 
Reserves Forestales over 33,589 km2 of its sector 
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of Patagonia, which, although multiple-use 
areas, were also intended to advance nature 
conservation.  Argentina had allowed one of its 
parks to be violated, but at least it had 
established some protected areas.  By 1970 the 
IUCN recognised only 825 km2 of National 
Parks in western Patagonia, but by 1977 that 
figure had risen to nearly 40,468 km2.  By then, 
neighbouring Argentina had set aside 10,117 
km2 of National Parks.  New Zealand’s 
Fiordland National Park covered nearly 12,140 
km2, with additional protected areas including 
the adjoining Mt Aspiring National Park, and 
others such as Mt Cook and Westland National 
Parks.  In Tasmania the reserve system lagged 
far behind, with reserved land covering only a 
tiny fraction of such figures because the parks 
system remained hamstrung by a “leftovers” 
mentality – only those places that seemed 
superfluous to the desires of forestry, mining or 
hydro-electric interests were ever considered 
for protection, irrespective of the natural or 
cultural values at stake.  And even despite this 
paucity of protected areas in Tasmania, 
developmental activities had already been 
allowed to cause major damage even inside 
some of the few parks that did exist, including 
erasure of Lake Pedder.  In that 1977 article I 
remarked that “The time is long overdue to halt 
the attrition, and for Australians to take their 
place as world citizens”. 
 
National Parks existed in all three of these 
southern wildlands but there was one source of 
environmental damage that remained 
uncontained – tourism.  By 1977 the enormous 
influence of New Zealand’s Tourist Hotels 
Corporation had seen it able to develop major 
resorts inside the Fiordland and Mt Cook 
National Parks and elsewhere.  Various 
walking tracks were becoming commercialised 
with local people increasingly squeezed out by 
rationing to allow increased tourism use, and 
demands that track users could no longer sleep 
in their tents but that they must instead 
patronise expensive huts.  Meanwhile 
mountaineers who had laboured for days to 
gain the solitude of high mountain peaks were 
increasingly finding themselves buzzed by 
close-flying tourist aircraft.  In 1977 their 
reverie was increasingly poisoned by the 
resulting cacophony, the antithesis of the 
reason why so many had previously ventured 
into the wilds.  In Patagonia I had recently been 

proudly shown progress with the development 
of roads into the Torres del Paine area, and 
associated tourism infrastructure.  This was an 
area hitherto so inspirationally wild and 
challenging that the legendary British 
mountaineer Don Whillans once remarked to 
me in a letter that “Patagonia is really my 
favourite place”.  In Tasmania, some increase in 
walking track erosion was emerging, but 
tourism impacts generally remained limited.  
Most tourists were content to drive to the edges 
of our wild areas at places like Cradle 
Mountain and Lake St Clair.  Deeper 
penetration was mostly via cruises up the lower 
Gordon River in riverbank-friendly vessels 
whose transient footprint upon the water posed 
no problem.  Over-flight by tourist aircraft was 
very limited. 
 
Photo: Tiuque (milvago chimango), near Punta Arenas, 
Patagonian Chile (Geoff Holloway) 

 
 

Changing times  
Now, a little over four decades later, the 
conservation status of land in the trinity of 
southern wildernesses has improved.  Far from 
the embarrassing state of affairs in Tasmania in 
1977, the National Parks and other protected 
areas included within the Tasmanian 
Wilderness World Heritage Area (15,842 square 
km) now do us proud.  But nor have the kiwis 
been laggards over the intervening years, with 
additional protected areas established and the 
South West New Zealand World Heritage Area 
alone extending over 26,000 square km.  
Argentina’s Patagonian National Parks cover 
13,448 square km, with 9, 868 square km of that 
area having World Heritage status.  In Chile, 
the protected area system covered 77,397 
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square km of Fuego Patagonia by 2017.  In 
addition, over recent years the philanthropic 
Tompkins Foundation has progressively 
purchased 10,000 square km of land in Chilean 
Patagonia for conservation purposes, and, and 
recently donated it to the Chilean government.  
That government added a further 90,000 square 
km, including two existing reserves totalling 
1,694 square km to the conservation estate.  In 
January 2018 the Chilean president, Michelle 
Bachelet, announced proclamation of the 
resulting new protected area of 100,000 square 
km, to be known as the Patagonia National 
Park.  This will bring the total extent of 
protected areas in the Chilean sector of Fuego-
Patagonia to around 176,000 square km. 

 
Challenges emerging 
There is no reason to assume that commercial 
interests will not continue to covet any mineral, 
timber or hydro-electric resources within 
protected areas should circumstances make 
their exploitation economically attractive.  
Fortunately, none of the nations responsible for 
protection of the parklands in Patagonia and 
New Zealand have the same established 
tradition as Tasmania does of revoking 
National Parklands at the first smell of money, 
such as has seen forests torn from our own Mt 
Field and Hartz Mountains National Parks.  But 
money talks, so constant vigilance is required.  
And the monies that are currently talking most 
loudly are the international currencies of 
tourism. 
 
Between 1995 and 2016 international tourism 
arrivals to Argentina rose from 2,289,000 to 
5,559,000; Chile experienced an increase from 
1,540,000 to 5,641,000; Australia from 3,726,000 
to 8,263,000 and New Zealand arrivals had 
reached 3,370,000 by 20169.  Obviously only a 
fraction of those tourists visited National Parks, 
but even a small proportion of that overall 
increase in tourism numbers nevertheless 
implies a very substantial increase in the actual 
numbers of those who do visit parks.  And that 
is without factoring in the impact of intra-
national tourism, such as the massive increase 
in the numbers of people from elsewhere in 
Australia who now visit Tasmania. 
 
The motivations and reactions of local visitors 
are seldom the same as those of tourists from 

more distant places.  A recent survey in New 
Zealand has revealed that 80% of the local 
population had visited a reserve in the previous 
12 months, their most popular activities being 
short walks of less than three hours (58%), 
sightseeing (51%) and enjoying time with 
family and friends (34%).  The main reasons 
given for visiting parks were spending time in 
Nature or enjoying scenery (82% of 
respondents), spending time with family and 
friends (69%), getting away from it all (53%), 
improving health (35%) and facing a physical 
challenge (33%).  In contrast, industrial tourism 
tends to focus less on experiences than on 
destinations; capturing a sense of peace and 
insight or photographing Nature is increasingly 
displaced by the quest to capture a selfie as 
proof of another famous place ticked off a list, 
before moving on to the next destination. 
 
While Patagonia may once have been Don 
Whillans’ favourite place I doubt that it would 
still be so were he still alive today.  By 2016 
Torres del Paine National Park in Chile was 
receiving 252,000 visitors each year.  The 
Chilean government plans to link 17 National 
Parks into a 2,400 km Ruta de los Parques tourist 
route.  In Argentina visitors to previously wild 
Los Glaciares National Park had risen to 83,579 
by 1995 and were projected to reach 167,364 by 
2003, with the numbers visiting three of the 
most popular parks over that period estimated 
to rise between 5.9% and 11.4%10.  According to 
a survey by the Ministry of Business, 
Innovation and Employment, only about 30% 
of tourists entering New Zealand visited 
National Parks, but given the growth in that 
country’s tourism overall, that 30% still 
involved absolute numbers with the capacity to 
drive major changes for park managers.  
Between 1997 and 2012 there were massive 
increases in the numbers visiting some National 
Parks, including Abel Tasman National Park 
(from 28,800 to 95,300), Fiordland National Park 
(from 196,100 to 338,700), Westland National 
Park (from 205,000 to 288,800), Tongariro 
National Park (from 32,100 to 114,000) and 
Paparoa National Park (from 11,700 to 114,200).  
Having been a regular visitor to New Zealand 
between the mid-1970s through to the 1990s, 
during which time that country was effectively 
my much-loved second home, and making 
more sporadic visits since, it seems to me that 
the feel of New Zealand has certainly changed 
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from the friendly, welcoming place I once knew 
to a more crowded, bustling, greedy and 
impatient one.  I am sadly inclined to agree 
with the owner of one accommodation 
establishment who remarked to me a few years 
ago that “New Zealand has sold its soul”. 
 
Tasmania now receives twice as many visitors 
annually as there are Tasmanian residents.  It is 
now more profitable to cater to the whims of 
high-spending tourists than it is to cater for the 
demands, wishes and sensitivities of local 
Tasmanians.  Analysis of data from reference 
sites used by the Parks and Wildlife Service to 
evaluate changes in visitor numbers indicates 
Freycinet National Park was receiving 292,000 
visitors by 2016-17, and Cradle Mountain was 
receiving 252,000.  Between 2013-14 and 2016-17 
the number of visitors had grown by 7% and 
9% respectively, while there was an 8% increase 
in those taking cruises on the lower Gordon 
River over the same period.  The biggest 
increases were at readily accessible areas on the 
fringes of parks and reserves, such as Tasman 
Arch (17%) and the readily accessible Tamar 
Island wetlands (19%). 
 
Thus is the nature and magnitude of the 
pressures now confronting the wildlands of the 
southern temperate zone.  When World 
Heritage status saved the Franklin River it was 
a win for the Franklin, but perhaps wilderness 
overall was the main loser.  The concept of 
wilderness entered lingua franca and was then 
progressively degraded as the word 
“wilderness” was commodified to promote any 
tourism enterprise conducted within sight of a 
tree, and misused by conservation advocates in 
a bid to enhance the prospects of saving 
threatened places that were not wilderness, 
albeit still being important places deserving of 
protection for other entirely legitimate reasons.  
Occurring hand in hand with the redefinition of 
“ecotourism” to describe any hotel that gave its 
guests biodegradable soap, for many people the 
word wilderness now describes what used to 
be called simply “Nature”.  But if the 
fundamental character of the priceless trinity of 
southern temperate wildlands is to survive, 
then the concept of wilderness needs to be 
disinterred and properly differentiated.  
Without that happening, and true wilderness 
being again defended effectively, the greedy 
and the idiotic will succeed in establishing their 

private commercial resorts in what was once 
wild, together with their commercial tracks and 
who knows what else, because the public will 
not understand the extent to which these things 
destroy remoteness and much else of what 
wilderness is all about.  Tasmania’s is the 
smallest and gentlest of these three southern 
temperate wilderness areas.  As a result ours is 
also by far the most vulnerable to erasure - and 
our responsibility the most urgent. 
 

Photo: Mt. Tutoko, New Zealand (Chris Rathbone) 

 

 
Iceland revisited 

by Isla McGregor 

1978 was the first time I visited Iceland and 
only for a 4-day stop over on return to 
Australia from a working holiday in Scotland.  
While I have limited recollections of my visit to 
Iceland my impressions were that it had not yet 
been impacted by tourism either 
environmentally, economically, politically or 
culturally. It appeared much like I found 
Tasmania to be when I first visited here in 1979. 
In 1978 Iceland's population was only around 
223,000 people.  

Before I went to Iceland I had done some 
reading about the island's fascinating history 
but most of all I was interested in the 
geomorphology and geology of this island still 
in its birthing pains. It was early October when 
we arrived at the then small Keflavik airport 
about a 40-minute drive outside of Reykjavik. 
My friend Roger and I stayed for a couple of 
nights at the Salvation Army hostel, which was 
basic but good accommodation in the centre of 
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Reykjavik.  We spent the first couple of days 
walking in the city and seeing the local 
attractions but of this I have little recall. We 
hired a VW and drove to the main tourist 
attractions near the capital. I did not have 
enough time to speak with locals and learn as 
much as I would have liked about the cultural, 
economic and political aspects to life on the 
island let alone about conservation and tourism.  
Most Icelanders in the city spoke English and 
only in the rural areas did we have some 
difficulties with our communication. We visited 
the famous Gulfoss waterfall, the largest in 
Iceland and Europe, and had stunning 
uninterrupted views of the falls. We took an 
interior route through mountainous areas with 
their black lava gravels past thermal springs 
and geysers. We visited Thingvellir National 
Park in the rift valley caused by the separation 
of two tectonic plates. Here is the famous site of 
Iceland's Parliament from the 10th to 18th 
centuries - the Althing – also the first 
parliament in Europe.  

I left Iceland with the knowledge that one day I 
would return to learn more about the island 
and its people. My first visit left me enthralled 
with a longing to return. 

Photo: Háteigskirkja (Háteig's Church), Reykjavik, Iceland (Geoff 
Holloway) 

 

 

In early June 2016, again with my friend Roger, 
I finally returned to Iceland for a two-week 
holiday. Today Iceland has a population of 
337,000 people. The total number of foreign 
overnight visitors to Iceland was around 2.2 
million in 2017, a 24.2% increase from 2016, 

when foreign visitors numbered around 1.8 
million.11  

I had followed news about the Icelandic 
financial and banking crisis of 2008 with its 
disastrous aftermath of a two-year economic 
depression and political turmoil. Jóhanna 
Sigurðardóttir, a member of the Althing 
(Iceland’s parliament) for Reykjavik 
constituencies since 1978, served as Iceland's 
Minister of Social Affairs and Social Security 
from 1987 to 1994, and from 2007 until 2009. 
She became Iceland's first openly lesbian head 
of government and Prime Minister on 1 
February 2009. 

Before leaving Tasmania I had contacted 
Gudrun Jonsdottir, the CEO of Stigamot, a 
feminist educational and counselling service for 
survivors of sexual abuse and violence - open to 
women and men. Gudrun is also the Icelandic 
national expert to the European Women's 
Lobby Observatory on violence against women. 
Iceland is in the top five on the 2017 Global 
Gender Equity Index and according to the 
Global Gender Gap Report, published by the 
World Economic Forum, Iceland is closer to 
achieving full gender equality than any other 
country. Australia's ranking is dismal in 
comparison having moved marginally higher 
from 46th in 2016 to 35th in 2017.  

As I was keen to gain a better understanding of 
the implementation of Nordic model laws, 
success of exit programs for women and the 
impacts on the sex trade in Iceland. Meeting 
with Gudrun at Stigamot was to be a highlight 
of my time in Iceland as I was able to learn 
much about the campaign for women's human 
rights in Iceland, which has been very useful 
for my abolitionist work in Australia.  I was 
particularly interested in the process of 
introduction of stop demand laws on 
prostitution, which had been introduced in 
2008 following on from Sweden in 1998. What I 
was surprised to learn was that the incidence if 
violence to women was no different to that in 
any other western country and that Icelandic 
Police were slow to implement the new laws 
criminalising buyers of sexual services.  Sex 
traffickers in Iceland have been difficult to 
bring to justice especially those working out of 
Africa. Trafficked African women have 
frequently been reporting having had voo-doo 
spells put over them and no matter how much 
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support is given to these women they are afraid 
for their families in Africa and will not give 
their traffickers up. This is the reality for many 
trafficked from Africa into Europe.12  

The younger generation, as in other Nordic 
countries, have been quick to embrace the 
message of Nordic model laws – women are not 
commodities, they are not to be bought and 
sold for sexual access by men and that 
prostitution denies women justice, equality and 
freedom from male violence. Iceland is unusual 
amongst Nordic countries, as it has also banned 
strip clubs and lap dancing.  

Writing about tourism by necessity involves 
looking at all topics not just those concerning 
the built or natural environment, the 
implementation of stop demand laws are an 
important point for discussion on the subject of 
the role of women in Iceland and reflect wider 
cultural attitudes both about women but also 
towards the environment. 

Unfortunately two hours of discussion with 
Gudrun primarily on women's issues did not 
leave time for questions concerning post 
financial crisis developments in Iceland 
regarding the pro and anti development lobbies 
and, particularly, the failed attempt at writing a 
new constitution for the country intended to 
prevent a repeat of the previous financial 
crisis.13 14 

Having come from Tasmania where bio 
security surveillance is noticeably strong at 
shipping and airport terminals (although still 
very inadequate), the first thing I noticed on 
arriving at the large and modern Kevlavik 
Airport was a complete lack of any biosecurity 
notices for prohibited imports. When coming 
through Customs and Immigration we were not 
questioned about the bringing in of any 
prohibited products. Keflavik airport and 
surrounds had become a satellite suburb and 
had become built up with high-rise housing 
developments and industrial estates. 

We had booked cheap accommodation in 
central Reykjavik and made arrangements for 
early access to our room as we had arrived 
from Halifax, Canada at 6am.  Unfortunately 
the Hostel, in a rather dingy part of Reykjavik, 
had no resident Manager and no coffee shops 
were open nearby so early in the morning so 

we had to wait on the steps in the lobby. 
Eventually, we were let into very substandard 
rooms by the crankiest manager you could 
imagine. The room we booked had mouldy 
pillows and torn sheets, broken shower fittings 
and a lack of kitchen facilities and was quite 
filthy. Later we read the reviews and warnings 
from other tourists who had stayed at this 
accommodation and, as always, it stands as a 
reminder to travellers to check reviews.  
Fortunately this early episode with bad 
accommodation would not be repeated 
throughout our stay in Iceland. Cheap 
accommodation for low budget tourists is not 
good in the capital. 

We were pleasantly surprised to have very 
warm weather in Reykjavik (which would last 
for our entire holiday in Iceland) but we also 
arrived during a three-month drought that 
many Icelanders would tell us they had never 
experienced before. Impacts of climate change 
are biting hard across Iceland in so many ways. 
Arriving on the island at close to mid-summer 
with very long daylight hours took some 
adjustment. Nevertheless, what came as a shock 
to us was the temperature of indoor heating 
usually being set to 24 degrees. Iceland's power 
comes entirely from geothermal, wind and 
hydro power and energy conservation does not 
seem to be a priority for Icelanders even in the 
warmer months. At all accommodation venues 
we stayed in we were provided with winter 
weight doonas, with no optional blankets 
provided, and in addition to non block out 
curtains - it made it difficult to sleep. Turning 
the heating off and opening windows was 
always the first thing we did when entering our 
accommodation.  

When walking from our Hostel to 
Laugarasvegur, the main street in central 
Reykjavik, the most striking thing was the 
many construction cranes dotting the cityscape. 
Laugarasvegur is a very long road that passes 
through the central tourist precinct and it was 
surprising to see the road dotted with potholes 
and many cheap tourist gee-gaw shops. Several 
of the shops in Laugarasvegur had superb 
graffiti facades yet many of the historic 
buildings were in a sad state of repair and 
overall the main drag had a very drab 
appearance.  Only off the main street were 
some well restored traditional Icelandic homes 
and of course we spent some time inside the 



8 

modern and elegant Hallgrimskirkja church 
with its magnificent organ and crystal font.  

But Reykjavik is a city of contrasts and after a 
short walk we arrived at the main port area and 
the Harpa concert hall and conference centre 
theatre with its brightly coloured glass 
windows.  On the edge of the bay are a modern 
highway, bike track and superb sculptures and 
views to the bay and snow clad mountains to 
the north.  Along this road is the new Reykjavik 
with its new multi storey corporate and 
residential buildings occupied by big 
international companies and wealthy inner city 
residents. Construction is booming to cater for 
predicted increases in tourist numbers. We did 
not get to explore any of the inner suburban 
areas other than when driving into and out of 
the city.  

After Reykjavik our itinerary took us on parts 
of the the iconic tourist trail known as the 
Golden Circle and a return to places we had 
visited in '78. A return to the rift valley and the 
site of the Althing, Iceland's parliament was a 
real surprise. The Thingvellir National Park is 
on the shore of the biggest lake in Iceland – 
Thingvallavatn.  The Althing is situated in a 
stunning small valley lined with craggy angular 
blocks of volcanic rock with many small 
waterfalls cascading down to the crystal clear 
and blue Oxara River running through the 
centre of the rift. The park now has a large 
interpretation centre and bus parking area on 
the top side of the escarpment and hundreds of 
tourists now walk down the centre of this 
culturally important location in Iceland. Not all 
of the pathways are boarded so pathways are 
widening, becoming muddy and damaging 
flora. Dozens of buses were coming and going 
and in terms of scenery mining it was difficult to 
photograph this iconic site without the impact 
of rows of people in the picture or the shaking 
from footfall on board walks.   With then over 
1.7 million tourists annually heading to Iceland, 
this national park is being badly impacted.  I 
started to feel sympathy for Icelanders who had 
clearly been edged out of a significant cultural 
and historical destination for their annual 
summer holidays – a short window for daylight 
activities in a land of long, icy and dark winters.  
Many families in Iceland have summer houses 
but with the tourism boom there is no longer a 
getting away from the madding crowd of the city 

without finding oneself overwhelmed by the 
madding crowd of thousands of tourists.  

 

Photo: Gulfoss, Iceland (Isla MacGregor) 

 

The lack of adequate toilet facilities, rubbish 
bins, eateries and basic camping grounds or 
cabins especially for the budget traveller 
became apparent the further we travelled 
around the island. Lack of parking at national 
parks or scenic viewpoints has created 
dangerous conditions for pedestrians, tourists 
and locals alike especially on the many narrow, 
steep and windy dirt roads in the interior or 
more remote regions, which are less trafficked 
by tourists. 

The southern highway follows a huge 
escarpment with many iconic waterfalls and 
flat farmlands used mainly for cattle and some 
agriculture. For decades now major 
reafforestation has been undertaken across 
Iceland with most farmers participating in these 
programs. Recently a remote pocket of some of 
the original tree species were discovered and 
these have been propagated and planted out. 
The controversy over the introduction of the 
invasive blue lupins still rages. Interestingly, 
one of the reasons sited for using lupins is 
reducing car insurance costs.  Farmers working 
poorer soils use the lupins for nitrogen fixing.  
Extra insurance for volcanic ash damage to car 
paintwork from windstorms is recommended 
when hiring a rental car. Along this road the 
impact of the 3-month drought became more 
apparent. Many of the outcrops of recent 
(relatively) volcanic rock are covered with very 
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thick, up to 20cm, of moss, that was so dry it 
turned to very fine dust when pressed between 
fingers. 

Gulfoss, one of Iceland's and Europe's most 
spectacular waterfalls is on the Golden Circle 
tourist route and we wanted to see this 
waterfall once again.   The visitor centre and car 
park were packed with hundreds of tourists 
and busload after busload of visitors were 
streaming down to the viewing platforms. 
Nothing like the experience we had had at this 
wondrous place all to ourselves in 1978.  

The route along the southeast ring road took us 
to Jökulsárlón, one of Iceland's most accessible 
and stunning glaciers.  Climate change has had 
dramatic impacts on glaciers in Iceland and 
some in a few short years have retracted by up 
to one kilometre with tour operators needing to 
adapt routes with access becoming increasingly 
dangerous.  Once again the rows of tourists on 
the shorefront of this glacial lagoon at 
Jökulsárlón made scenery mining difficult.  

Travelling further east the number of travellers 
drops off markedly and the landscapes become 
more astonishing with every new vista opening 
before you.  Long sea inlets and hundreds of 
gorgeous waterfalls, one of top of the other, 
cascading down over escarpments in stops and 
starts with spray mist swirling upwards with 
the updraughts. Roads hug steep slopes of 
loose volcanic gravels with many landslips 
along the spectacular coastal route. As you 
head further north and into the interior, narrow 
dirt roads provide for nerve wracking driving, 
especially with oncoming traffic – and on the 
wrong side of the road of course! We did not 
experience much traffic at all in these regions – 
much to our relief.  

Iceland uses a system of grading for its roads 
with advice for tourists on restricted 
accessibility.  Only four wheel drives are 
allowed on the interior F grade roads which are 
usually open for only 6 weeks over the summer. 
In 1978 we had driven on some of these F roads 
and were disappointed not to be in Iceland at a 
time when access was available. The famous 
Selfoss waterfall, upstream from Europe's most 
powerful waterfall Dettifoss, was so beautiful. 
The thermal springs area of Myvatyn was in 
spectacular country and again very inadequate 
camping grounds for budget travellers. 

The main town of the north, Akureyri, has a 
population of 18,200 and has one of the four 
international airports on Iceland. It is a major 
fishing port and tourist destination, including 
for cruise ships for ski fields in the north and 
also other iconic waterfalls such as Selfoss, 
geological sites, volcanoes and hot spring 
areas.15  

I had booked to stay for 5 days of our trip at the 
small village of Siglufjordur on the far north 
coast of the island.  Siglufjordur today has a 
population of 1,300 people but was once the 
largest herring-fishing village in Europe and at 
its peak had a population of 12,000 people. 
Today it has a much smaller fishing industry 
but tourism is playing an increasing role in the 
local economy, especially winter skiing. This 
village was a photographer’s paradise and I 
started each day walking through the town in 
the early morning to catch the sea fog rising 
with the sun amidst the ruins of a bygone 
fishing era. We stayed in a great hostel here and 
spent quite some time with a young man, 
Anton, who worked at the hostel and 
accompanied us on our walks in the village. 
Through our wide-ranging political and 
philosophical discussions I learned much about 
life for people in remote parts of Iceland.  His 
most astonishing remark was that he thought 
that “it is not natural for people to live in these 
parts of the world” where nights are so long for 
so much of the year.16  

Among Iceland’s social problems there is 
alcoholism and depression. Alcoholism is a real 
problem in Iceland and in Siglufjordur the local 
bottle shop closes for the winter months so 
people stockpile their alcohol supplies. 17  The 
incidence of depression is the highest in 
Europe.18 Icelanders are no longer the happiest 
people in the world.19  

Corruption is also an increasing problem as it 
has been on the rise for at least the past six 
years, according to a new report from 
Transparency International. Transparency 
International’s Corruption Score measures the 
perceived level of public sector corruption on a 
scale from 0 (highly corrupt) to 100 (very clean). 
In 2012 Iceland’s score was 82, but it has 
steadily declined since then and was 77 in 2017. 
Iceland ranked 13th place out of a possible 188 
for corruption, making it one of the least 
corrupt countries on a global scale.20  
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Tourists swell the population of these remote 
towns in the summer months while locals 
instead head to warmer climes in their summer 
holidays mainly to Spain, France or other parts 
of Europe.  

On leaving Siglufjordur we headed slowly west 
en route back to Reykjavik past many waterfalls, 
sea inlets, mountains and small villages. On the 
longest day of the year we stayed up until the 
wee hours to watch the sunset and sunrise in 
the space of a couple of hours.  The roads were 
lined with tourist's cars ready to scenery mine 
the setting sun and its rise again beyond the 
spectacular outline of one of Iceland's most 
famous conical shaped coastal peaks. 

Just before departing Iceland we stayed in the 
small town of Borgarnes. Here I was to have the 
most revealing of all discussions about tourism 
in Iceland with the host at our accommodation. 
He was looking after the business for his son 
and family who were away in Portugal for their 
summer holiday.   After some quite frank 
discussion about the impacts of tourism on the 
island I asked him how he felt personally about 
the deluge of tourists into Iceland.   His answer 
was very frank and yet a little cautious and I 
respected his honesty for telling me “I 
sometimes hate the tourists” - déjà vu 
sentiments from an increasing number of 
Tasmanians, and many other parts of the world. 

Iceland, like Tasmania, is an astonishingly 
beautiful island and words fail me to describe 
the magnificence of this island where the North 
Atlantic and Arctic Oceans meet.  We are at 
opposite ends of the globe but the lessons we 
can learn from the detrimental impact of 
tourism of all sorts on both our islands must be 
learnt before it is too late.  

More than anything – what I have learned in 
my travels both in Iceland and extensively over 
many years in Tasmania – is that I am part of 
the problem of tourism. Not differentiating 
travellers from tourists, or mindful wilderness 
walkers, diminishes the impact on the planet 
from all humans in their desires for adventure 
and travel. With what I have learnt I can never 
the less contribute to a discussion about what 
positive initiatives can be taken to reduce the 
impact of future tourism on our landscapes and 
communities and be more mindful and careful 
about my own desires/demand for travel. 

Photo: Sunset Kirkjufell near Grundarfjörður West Iceland. 
Kirkjufell is probably one of the most photographed 
mountains in Iceland (Isla MacGregor) 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photo: 11pm sunset near the town of Grundarfjörður, 
West Iceland (Isla MacGregor) 
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Tourism across three island sites: 
Iceland, Cabo Verde and Tasmania  

by Geoff Holloway 
Introduction 
While the islands of Iceland, Cabo Verde and 
Tasmania have many differences, they are all 
facing similar tourism issues. These include 
overtourism (or skewed distribution of tourists 
in the case of Cabo Verde and also Tasmania to 
a lesser extent), environmental issues across 
different types of ecological systems21, economic 
issues (with tourism being seen as the great 
‘economic saviour’ in all places) and political 
issues, which involve each country/state taking 
different approaches.  

In terms of dependency on tourism, Cabo 
Verde is the most dependent (and therefore the 
most vulnerable) with 50% of its GDP coming 
from tourism, while this is about 10% in both 
Iceland and Tasmania. Seriously exacerbating 
Cabo Verde’s vulnerability is its public debt of 
131% of GDP (2016).22  
 
In Tasmania, tourism contributes $3 billion 
AUD directly and indirectly, with about half of 
that being direct. It directly supports about 
18,900 jobs or 8% of total Tasmanian 
employment (June 2018). Where Tasmania 
differs greatly from Iceland and Cabo Verde, 
which involve mainly international travel, 26% 
of tourists come to Tasmania to visit families 
and friends, and 15% come for business 
reasons. 23  Half the employment in tourism 
occurs in the south of Tasmania24, which attracts 
40% of the visitation25. 
 
Some of the figures are slippery, often 
combining direct and indirect effects without 
clarifying what is meant – for example, the 
World Travel & Tourism Council (WTTC) 
estimates the ‘total contribution’ of tourism in 
Iceland to have been 34% of GDP in 2017 (7% 
direct GDP) and 34% of employment (but only 
5.5% in direct employment). In the case of Cabo 
Verde, the WTTC estimates direct tourism 
employment in 2017 to have been 16%, and for 
‘total contribution’ as 39%. Cabo Verde 
statistics may also be slippery because of the 
informal sector, even though the Instituto 
Nacional de Estatisticas does collect data on this 
sector, unlike in Australia. 

 

Photo: Mt. Fogo, Cabo Verde, 2014 (Geoff Holloway) 

 

 

Tasmania has 19 national parks with the largest 
being the Tasmanian Wilderness World 
Heritage area, representing 21% of the land 
area of the state. Other reserves, including 
historical sites and Macquarie Island, also a 
World Heritage Site, make up another 19%, 
which equals 40% in total. Iceland is similar to 
Tasmania in that very soon it will have 40% of 
its land area in national parks, which includes 
85% of its highlands.  

Cabo Verde has 47 protected areas enshrined in 
law, but their mapped boundaries have not 
been legalised:“This leaves them vulnerable. In 
Boavista, for example, there are several areas where 
land originally allocated for protection has been 
reallocated for tourism development instead.”26  

Cabo Verde also has 8 areas, mainly cultural, on 
the World Heritage Tentative List. 
Additionally, one complete island is a UNESCO 
Biosphere Reserve (Santa Lucia, with islets of 
Branco and Raso) and another island, Maio, 
likely to be declared a Biosphere Reserve soon 
(July 2019). Even though Cabo Verde does not 
have most of its protected areas formalised, the 
comprehensive integration of conservation, 
community involvement, education, planning 
and tourism on the island of Maio is light years 
ahead of Tasmania, and probably Iceland.   
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Table 1. Comparison of the three sites 
 Area 

(km²) 
Popn. GDP 

($US 
billion) 

Tourists 
(million) 

Ratio     
tourists/ 

citizen 
Iceland 103,000 334,000 20.0 2.2  6:1 
Cabo 
Verde 

4,033 546,000 1.6 0.7  1.3:1 

Tasmania 68,400 519,000 21.3 1.3 2.5:1 
 
 
Cabo Verde: population & inequality issues 
One of the key issues facing Cabo Verde 
concerns population drift, which is being 
driven largely by tourism (with the promise of 
paid employment) to the two main tourist 
destinations of Sal and Boa Vista – fly and flop 
beachside tourism. As a result, these two 
islands have the highest population increases; 
Boa Vista was projected to have risen 70% from 
2010 (9,162) to 2016 (15,530) and Sal to increase 
by 37% (from 25,765 to 35,270). Five of the other 
islands are facing population declines over the 
same period: Santo Antão to decrease by 9% 
(from 43,915 to 39,920); Brava to decrease 6% 
over the same period (from 5,995 to 5,640); Fogo 
to decrease by 5.5% (to 35,620); and São Nicolau 
to decrease by 4% (from 12,817 to 12,340). 

Shifting populations across the islands have 
arisen due to the dramatic increase in tourism 
over the past twenty years. While this 
increasing dependence on tourism, now 50% of 
GDP, has resulted in increasing overall wealth 
this has been accompanied by increasing 
inequality27. Social inequalities not only relate to 
incomes but also social services. For example, 
there are limited health services on the smaller 
islands of Brava and Santo Antão, and neither 
island has an operational airport; and there are 
no helicopters anywhere in Cabo Verde - so 
forget emergency transport to another medical 
centre. 

Along with maldistribution in wealth, there 
have been certain negative social impacts: for 
example, trafficked and indentured prostitution 
with mainly Nigerian and Mali women in Santa 
Maria (and reported also in Boa Vista). Cabo 
Verde is on the Tier 2 Watch List for trafficking, 
which means “the Government of Cabo Verde 
does not fully meet the minimum standards for 
the elimination of trafficking.”28 

 

 

Photo: Ribeira Brava, São Nicolau, Cabo Verde (Geoff Holloway) 

 

Environmental & political issues across the 
three island states 
To help combat environmental threats, Iceland 
and Tasmania have strong Green movements. 
Iceland’s present Prime Minister, Katrín 
Jakobsdóttir, is leader of the Left-Green 
movement (Vinstrihreyfingin – grænt framboð) 
even though the Left-Green movement gained 
just 17% of the vote in the 2017 elections. 
Jakobsdóttir is Prime Minister partly because 
she is regarded as the most trusted political 
leader in Iceland over the past few years.  

Following the global financial crisis of 2007-08 
Iceland charged, convicted and imprisoned 26 
of its leading financiers when its three largest 
lenders imploded. After a two-year depression, 
Iceland quickly recovered from the crisis, and 
since 2009 the number of tourists has tripled, 
according to Eurostat, the EU statistics agency.29 

Iceland also has a very strong feminist 
tradition. On October 24, 1975, 90% of Icelandic 
women went on strike for the day to 
“demonstrate the indispensable work of 
women for Iceland’s economy and society and 
to protest wage discrepancy and unfair 
employment practices.”30 

While Cabo Verde neither has a Green 
movement nor a Green party it does have an 
exemplar of integrated, community-based 
tourism/environmental initiatives – the Maio 
Biodiversity Foundation – more of that later.  

Cabo Verde was born (independence in 1975) 
out of a socialist tradition, with strong 
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connections with Cuba, but more recently 
China appears to be directly influencing 
tourism and other investments – for example, 
the China Marine Service Company has applied 
to take over Cabo Verde’s all-important inter-
island shipping and ferry services; and Macau 
Legend Development Ltd (Macau Legend), led 
by billionaire David Chow, has begun 
constructing a $275-million casino complex on 
Santiago Island, and a similar $200 million 
complex in Santa Maria – but the total 
investment, including infrastructure, is close to 
$1 billion.31  

Tasmania also has contentious large-scale 
(Chinese) tourism investments, with a recent 
$100 million development proposal covering a 
massive 3,185 hectares on the East Coast of 
Tasmania being supported by local and state 
governments against community opposition, 
including the Freycinet Action Network.32 

Corruption often occurs in Cabo Verde – but 
probably less so than in Tasmania. In Porto 
Inglês (island of Maio) there is a series of 200 
unfinished beachside apartments. The 
development was based on the bizarre idea that 
the local airport would become international, 
even though there is a good international 
airport just 8 minutes flight away on the island 
of Santiago. The flight from Praia to Porto 
Inglês must be the world’s shortest regular 
domestic flight – there are no ferry services to 
Maio. These apartments are reported to be 
sinking into the ground as behind the beaches 
there are salt marshes – so it was architectually 
ill conceived as well. Also, less than two 
kilometres from this disaster “a fenced-in 
megalomaniac seafront project also lies 
abandoned.” 33    

However, overall, Cabo Verde is relatively 
highly rated on the Transparency International 
Index (ranked #48 in the world, which is the 
lowest corruption rating in the continent of 
Africa). Iceland has a much lower corruption 
rating at just #13 (2017 figures) – equal rating 
with Australia34. Not being a country Tasmania 
does not have a rating; however, it has a long 
history of corruption, dare I suggest 
outstripping Cabo Verde, maintaining 
privileges for established elites35.  

 

Challenges for Cabo Verde and tourism 
development 
As identified in the 2008 Overseas 
Development Institute report 36 , tourism 
development in Cabo Verde is strongly skewed 
towards Sal and Boa Vista, and eight years later 
the World Bank report (2016) 37  confirms the 
continuance of this situation. These two key 
reports also identified that: 
1. Tourism development has scant linkages with 

the local private sector(s). While reducing 
some local unemployment it principally 
benefits foreign investors “dominated by 
large, foreign-owned, mixed-use resorts that 
include hotels and residentios (holiday 
flats).”  
 
While not having access to the actual data, 
the World Bank suggests that Santo Antão 
and Fogo have the highest incidence of 
poverty – yet both of these islands have 
enormous tourism potential. However, a 
comprehensive report by the Netherlands 
Enterprise Agency uses data from the 2010 
and 2015 enterprise census’ to show 
declines in revenue between those years for 
some islands such as Santiago (-5%), São 
Nicolau (-30%), Maio (-50%) and Brava (-
20%); whereas revenue increased on the 
islands of Sal (+66%), Boa Vista (+24%), 
Fogo (+19%) and São Vicente (+11%) over 
the same period.38  
 
Most of the international tourism 
investments import 70% of the produce 
consumed by tourists – hence the weak 
links to local economies. The 2016 World 
Bank report suggests that two of the nine 
inhabited islands receive 90% of the market 
share of tourism (Sal and Boa Vista). In 2013 
Sal and Boa Vista had 75% of all hotel 
rooms in Cabo Verde, most of them in large 
resorts. Meanwhile, smaller establishments 
struggle to attract tourists and on the 
smaller islands even more so. Sal and Boa 
Vista received 77% of all the tourists and 
91% of the night stays in 2016 – almost all of 
which was for the benefit of direct foreign 
private investment39. As pointed out in the 
Netherlands Enterprise Agency report (and 
other reports), “the downside of heavy 
dependency on tourism is that the country 
is now prone to sectoral vulnerabilities, i.e. 
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external shocks generated by Europe’s 
economic crises.” 
 

2. There are a litany of problems on Sal, 
including alienation of local inhabitants, 
limited excursions for tourists, limited 
economic benefits for locals, competition 
between Cape Verdean and West African 
craft retailers involving street hustlers, etc40. 
The street hustlers are particularly bad, 
which is ironic given that the local t-shirts 
boast ‘No stress’. If it is not happening 
already, this also could be the future for Boa 
Vista where, according to the Netherlands 
report, social inequality is starkest.41 

The other insidious process associated with 
a tourism-dominated economy is that it 
changes local residents into service 
providers rather than native residents.42 

3. Apart from Maio, which is exemplary, there 
appears to be little assessment of 
environmental issues associated with 
tourism development, despite the enormous 
terrestrial and marine biodiversity across 
Cabo Verde. While it is easy to find many 
international economic reports on Cabo 
Verde environmental reports are hard to 
find.  
 
One of the reasons for the developments in 
Sal and Boa Vista is that Cabo Verde is 
driven by sun and beach tourism – despite 
the enormous potential for cultural and 
rural tourism. Sal and Boa Vista have the 
largest beaches and all-year sunshine - but 
they also have almost no rain and therefore 
they have real sustainable limits. 

 
Cabo Verde’s unique Creative Economy 
No country has produced as many international 
musical artists per capita as has Cabo Verde! 
Consequently, Cabo Verde has a 
comprehensive strategy that is designed to 
enhance the creative industries, including 
visual arts, literature, music, performing arts, 
design, architecture, handicrafts, gastronomy, 
and festivals among others. Without available 
data, given the exposure of that special brand of 
Cabo Verdean music (morna) across the world, 
especially in Europe and the USA, I suspect that 
it is this music that initially attracts the 

attention of potential tourists – it is certainly 
what sparked my interest two decades ago, 
which is when the concept of the creative 
economy first arose. However, “the current 
tourism product of Cabo Verde reflects very 
little, or nothing, of the Cabo Verdean culture 
and soul.”43 

Neither Iceland nor Tasmania enjoys a 
particular musical culture or brand.44   

Cabo Verde’s unique approach to 
conservation: the Maio Biodiversity 
Foundation 
The Maio Biodiversity Foundation (FMB) was 
established in 2010 to protect biodiversity on 
the island of Maio and since that time it has 
become one of the most successful conservation 
NGOs in West Africa. The FMB programs 
include sea-turtle conservation, bird protection, 
education in schools and tourism - with the 
direct involvement of local men and women, 
especially young people, in marine and coastal 
biodiversity conservation initiatives. One of its 
major programs aims to design the best 
possible tourism for the future of the island, 
even though Maio has few tourists.  
 
“Tourists and foreigners that move to reside on the 
islands however, can be a mixed blessing: they do 
not only bring important revenue for the local 
population, but may also jeopardise the key 
attractions of Maio: its tranquil nature and 
spectacular landscapes.”45  
 
Funding for the FMB comes from a variety of 
sources including the EU and USA and it relies 
on a large number of volunteers. 
 
There are no similar programs in either Iceland 
or Tasmania. Paradoxically, despite the central 
importance and attention paid to wilderness in 
Tasmania, and with nearly a quarter of the state 
declared a Wilderness World Heritage area, 
there are no community education or school-
based programs, let alone integrated tourism 
development strategies in Tasmania. Tourism 
in Tasmania is dominated by corporate 
interests, and based largely on the total misuse 
of the term ‘ecotourism’ – as discussed in The 
UTG Journal Issue No. 3. Further, the 
privatisation of Tasmania’s National Parks and 
reserves is increasing at a frightening rate!  
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The greatest insult of all in Tasmania is that the 
generations of Tasmanians who fought for the 
conservation of one the world’s last remaining 
wilderness areas are now having to watch it 
being destroyed by State and Federal 
governments and corporate Tourism Industry 
Council interests - who only know how to spell 
what is special for Tasmania as ‘wilderne$$’!  

Map of Cabo Verde

 
 
 

 
At what date do you wish to see a 

dystopian world?* 
by Keith Antonysen 

 
Lately, when there is discussion on climate 
change there are two conversations going on: 
one pushing the need for reliable 
energy sources, and the other being in relation 
to climate change. Climate change has to a great 
extent been subsumed by discussions in 
relation to energy. But, the lack of water, 
breakdown of crops, and sea level rise will lead 
to the creation of a dystopian world creating 
refugees by the millions. Reticulated water 
problems have already been experienced in 
California, Mexico, Brazil, Bolivia, etc. - a recipe 
for community breakdown. Lack of water 
resources has been stated to be a background 
factor in the Arab Spring.  Sea level rise has 
already been experienced in a number of 
locations. 
 
Professor James Anderson who alerted the 
world about the ozone layer has stated … “The 
chance that there will be any permanent sea ice 

left in the Arctic after 2022 is essentially zero . . . 
with 75 to 80 percent of permanent ice 
having melted already in the last 35 years.” He 
has also stated, “Can we lose 75-80 percent of 
permanent ice and recover? The answer is no.”46 
 
A number of Australian habitats are breaking 
down, including: 

• kelp forests shifting to seaweed turfs 
following a single marine heatwave in 
2011;  

• the destruction of Gondwanan refugia 
by wildfire ignited by lightning storms 
in 2016;  

• dieback of floodplain forests along the 
Murray River following the millennial 
drought in 2001–2009;  

• large-scale conversion of alpine forest to 
shrubland due to repeated fires from 
2003–2014;  

• community-level boom and bust in the 
arid zone following extreme rainfall in 
2011–2012; and  

• mangrove dieback across a 1,000km 
stretch of the Gulf of Carpentaria after a 
weak monsoon in 2015-2016.47 

 
The IPCC is in the process of compiling 
research for a report to be published later this 
year; leaked documentation indicates that the 
minimal standard set at Paris of no more than 
1.5°C above pre-Industrial times is virtually not 
attainable.48  
 
Permafrost is thawing at quite a rate causing 
the breakdown of infrastructure and public and 
private buildings. Also, with the breakdown of 
permafrost methane gases are emitted. Anton 
Vaks et al studied caves in permafrost areas, in 
areas where permafrost was intermittent, and 
non-permafrost areas.49 
 
A week or so ago Robertscribbler gave 
warnings about weather forecasts for extremely 
hot weather to be experienced in the following 
days. Scientists have stated that a fingerprint of 
climate change is the increasing warmth of 
night time temperatures. Robertscribbler gives 
a later breakdown of the temperatures on the 
film he has attached to his article showing how 
night time temperature has been increasing 
along with other records.50  It has been a neutral 
ENSO period, which does not bode well when 
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there is a 50% chance of changing to an El Nino 
later in the year.51 
 
In 1988 James Hansen created four scenarios to 
display what can be expected depending on 
how serious climate change was taken; 
contrarian fraud misrepresented two of his 
scenarios, and then argued he was wrong.52  
 
Just lately two studies have been published in 
relation to Antarctica; one showing the degree 
of melting of the Antarctic53. Interestingly, the 
other study supports the first study on the basis 
that the volume of ice lost is causing the 
bedrock to lift slightly, which could reduce the 
flow of ice to the sea.54 
 
People die from climate change 55 , as also 
confirmed by epidemiological studies. A New 
York article warns that 800 million people are at 
risk in South Asia alone!56 James Hansen et al 
have provided research in relation to sea level 
rise, they postulate that sea level rise will be far 
greater than what the IPCC has predicted.57 
 
So if you don’t mind people dying or being 
placed in survival conditions, then continue to 
push the status quo, that is, a business-as-usual 
approach promoting coal, gas and coal 
powered stations. The risks created for young 
people increase with time; the warning 
provided by Professor James Anderson is 
certainly not the only one provided by 
scientists.  Civil strife and war are the most 
likely outcomes from climate change, creating a 
loss of essential resources; rather than, 
excessive warmth posing the greatest danger. 
 
Editor’s note: The impact of climate change 
varies across the world, together with 
variations in sea levels due to different tidal 
conditions. In Tasmania, the sea level was first 
measured in 1841 at Port Arthur. Between then 
and 2002 the sea level had risen by at least 13 
cm. When land uplift is taken into account, this 
is equal to 1mm per year for that location.58 In 
other parts of the world increases have been 
much higher. 

*Most of this article was published in Tasmanian 
Times 7 July and AIMN 8 July.  

 

Photo: Lago General Carrera, Chile Chico, Patagonian Chile (Geoff 
Holloway)  

 
 
 

 
Photo: near Mt. Cook, New Zealand (Isla MacGregor) 
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Photo: Vale do Paul, Santo Antão, Cabo Verde (Geoff Holloway) 

 
 

                                                                            
Photo: West Portal, Tasmania, prior to becoming UTG 
activists; (unknown person), Geoff Holloway, Des Shield, 
John Plaister, Chris Rathbone, 1971 (Chris Rathbone)

 
 
Photo: Cerro Tarn, Patagonian Chile (Geoff Holloway) 

 
 

Photo: Passarinha, Cabo Verde (Geoff Holloway)

 
 
 

 


